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Ute Ladies'-Tresses 

J. M. Kersh, Associate General Manager 
Environmental and Waste Management 
EG&G Rocky Fiats, Inc. 

Please find attached a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) memorandum and Federal 
Register notice (January 17,1992, page 2048) regarding the listing of the Spiranthes 
diluvialis (Ute ladies' - tresses) as a threatened species under the authority of the 
Endangered Species Act @SA) of 1973, as amended. Note that this elevates this species 
from its prior status as a proposed species for listing under the ESA. 

In an EG&G Rocky Flats, Inc. document entitled "Threatened and Endangered Species 
Evaluation, Rocky Flats Plant Site," dated April 4, 1991, i t  is stated that populations of the 
Ute ladies' - tresses are known in parts of the Clear Creek drainage in Prospect Park, near 
the west edge of Golden in Jefferson County and on south Boulder Creek near U.S. 
Highway 36 in Boulder County. Thus, it is reasonable to assume that the Ute ladies' - 
tresses may be present at the Rocky Flats Plant (RFP) since it lies between the known 
Jefferson County and Boulder County populations and since its habitat is present. 

The F W S  has requested in writing that DOE conduct presencelabsence and abundance 
sampling surveys for spiranthes diluvialis only during the month of August. Thus, DOE 
requests that alI surveys for this species be conducted only during the month of August in 
the future. Any deviation should have approval from both DOE and FWS. 

In addition, F W S  has stated in writing that when a species becomes listed under the ESA, 
Federal agencies are required to enterfre-enter conferencing and consultations with the 
Service on that species where it may become affected by proposed or ongoing projects. 
We request that EG&G/RF make the necessary preparations to enter or re-enter 
consultations regarding the Ute ladies tresses for RFP projects (proposed and ongoing) 
where the species may become affected. This preparation should include a written 
document to be submitted to DOE/RFO/ERD by March 13,1992. Note that this will 
include the French Drain construction ongoing on the 881-hillside at OU 1 and the 
proposed SID burn and dredgingjconstruction. Also note that D O W O  will begin 
preparation for re-entering consultation with FWS regarding the French Drain Construction 
and SID burn and dredgingkonstruction immediately. 
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Questions or concerns regarding this memorandum should be addressed to Bruce Thatcher 
of my staff at 9663532. 
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David P. Simonson 
Assistant Manager 
for Environmental Management 
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